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Designated Lakes

o Corrib, Conn, Cullin

o Mask, Carra

o Arrow

o Sheelin

Wild Brown Trout / Salmonid – Other Annex 2 Spp.



Western Lakes   Management 
Plan - Summary

Actions

• Brown Trout - Atlantic Salmon 
- Arctic Char . European Eel -
Lampreys

• Summary of Key Features
• Fish Stocks Past & Present
• Ecological Status

Agreeing 
Timelines

Adaptive Management 
FrameworkExploring Synergies

Corrib, Mask, Carra, Conn, Cullin, Arrow, Sheelin

• Native spp. Of High Conservation Value
• Native Spp. Of Less Conservation Concern
• Non-Native Species Requiring Management
• Non-Native Spp. Not Requiring Management

• Roach – Perch – Pike –
Bream – Pink Salmon  -
Chub

• Tench – Rudd -
Hybrids

Catchment Associations & Community Groups - Rivers Trusts - Statutory Bodies.
Angling Clubs  - Landowner Groupings - Forestry - Agriculture 

• Encourage Communities to form Groups
• Identify & Action Issues
• Formal & Informal Contact

• Protecting Vulnerable Spp.
• Aquatic Buffer Zones
• Building Climate Resilience

• Enhanced Enforcement powers
• Increased Staff Numbers 
• Inter Agency Synergies

Susceptible Species & 
Habitat Management 

Climate Research Flood Mitigation – 
Riparian Management

• Adaptive Stock Management.
• Provide Data Streams for Research
• Develop Salmonid Risk Matrix

Enhancing Cooperation -Sources & Areas Known - Boots on the Ground

• Weed & Fish Stock Management.
• Enforcement powers
• Effective Use of Media & Signage

• RHAT Survey Scoring.
• Protect Biodiversity
• Increase Throughput of Projects

• Provide Data Streams 
• Continue to Develop Pop. Models.
• Integrate Research Programmes

Public Awareness - 
Biosecurity

Strategic Management
Programmes 

Legislation & 
Enforcement

Catchment-wide 
Surveys

Stock Management Plans - Citizen Science – Risk Analysis

Fish Stock Monitoring – Expand Data Collection – Population Modelling  
Integrate Fish Data with Climate research

Engaging 
Communities

Developing    
Models

Prioritised Lists of 
Candidate sites

Streamline Authorisation 
Processes

• Three Spined 
Stickleback

• Nine Spined 
Stickleback

HLOs

Lakes

Fish

Stake-
Holders

Climate

Water 
Quality

Invasive
Species

Stock 
Managem

ent

Habitat 

Research



Timelines

 
First Draft – Scoping & 

AA screening 
Jun – July ‘22

Initial Draft Plan
– Committee Review

Dec’21 ‘ April’22
1st Public 
Consultation 1 
July – Sept. ‘22

SEA – ER & NIS 
Publication on-line. 
Nov. ’22 – July’ 23

2
0

2
3

2nd Public Consultation 
June ’23 – Aug. ‘23

Final Plan
(DECC)

2
0

2
2

2
0

2
1



SEA Process

SCOPING – 
What should 

be 
included/Excl

uded?

Public 
Consultation – 2



Public Consultation 

 Plan Entered into SEA Process June 2022

 Copy Uploaded to IFI Website

 Public Consultation Events: 
Aug/Sept 2022

Castlebaldwin

Ballina

Partry

Kilnaleck
Headford

Oughterard

• 2nd Public Consultation - Online June/July ‘23 



Common Across All Themes – PC 1

Broad welcome for the 
plan

Water Quality -
Increased resources -

enforcement 
(environmental and 

regulations, monitoring)

Education & Awareness 
of Fish & their Habitats

Increased penalties for 
legislative breaches -

Particularly fish 
movement

Fish Stock Management 
– Opposing Views



Written Submissions - PC 1

o Received July – September 
2022

o Specific pathways – Web 
portal & Public events

o 227 Written Submissions 
received

o Some Covered numerous 
themes

o Not all comments could be 
directly linked to TORs for 
plan 

https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/news/public-consultations/western-lakes-plan



Theme - Details

Lakes

Stake-
Holders

Water 
Quality

Stock 
Management

Habitat 

More enforcementBetter Monitoring

Increase Buffer zones with NW

Increase Restoration Effort

Regular Consultation

Other Spp. Should be managed

Opposed to/Supportive of Gill-
netting

More Stakeholder involvement

No Hydroelectric schemes on 
Spawning Streams

Windfarm Location

Rationale for 
Inclusion/Exclusion

Tackling point source pollution

Single Regulatory Authority for 
GWLs

Willingness to engage -
Voluntary sector

Involve Farm Representative groups 
in Catchment Management process

Salmonid/Mixed Spp. Programmes should be informed 
by contemporaneous  Science

Establish commercial fishery for 
Coarse fish

Support better wetland 
conservation & Management

Improve implementation of Habitat 
regulations

Support for tightening of Nitrates Regs.

Plastic & Tyre impacts on water quality



Theme – Details (Contd..)

Fish

Climate

Invasive 
Species

Research

Miscellaneous

Bolster Legislation

Improve public awareness

Bespoke IAS plan for GWLs

Investigate populations and 
declines in certain insect species

Appropriate Assessment

More fish salvage

ABZ increases through Ag. grants

Volunteer planting in Riparian areas

More on Pike/trout interactions

Impacts of Bream/Hybrids on 
sensitive habitats

Review Byelaws (806 & 809)

Continue/Enhance Lagorosiphon
management

Further updates of Fisheries Acts 
required

Allow Angling clubs to manage 
lakes

Aquaculture Impacts

Salmonid/Mixed Spp.

Regulate powerboat & Jet-skis.

Regulate fishing during high temp 
periods

Support more stock surveys 
incl. Citizen Science

Counters for trout stocks on 
tributaries

Trout as annex 2 spp.



Submissions - PC 2

o Received June-July 2023

o Specific pathways – Web 
portal – email submissions

o 159 Written Submissions 
received

o Some Covered numerous 
themes

o Not all comments could be 
directly linked to TORs for 
plan 

o Less on HM – More on 
Stakeholders 

https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/news/public-consultations/western-lakes-plan

Lakes

Fish, 

Stakeholders

Water Quality

Invasive Species, 

Stock Management

Habitat 
Management Research

SUBMISSION THEMES - PC 1



Theme – Details – PC 2

Lakes

Stake-
Holders

Water 
Quality

Stock 
Management

Habitat 

More enforcement

Forestry/Pesticide issues

Tap into local clubs to enable 
habitat restorationEngage young recreational users 

more

PAC Observations on 6(2) & 6(3) 
not in NIS

Opposed to/Supportive of Gill-
netting

Rate of project progression 
inadequate

Hierarchy of stakeholders

Salmonid/Mixed Spp.

Review Pike Policy

Improve implementation of 
Habitat regulations

Insufficient 
implementation of HD RE: 

Spp. & habitat 
management

More stock management needed to 
reduce pike predation on 

salmon/trout

stock management should include 
cormorants & mink

Engage with NPWS to broaden 
list of spp. to be controlled



Theme – Details (Contd..)

Fish

Climate

Invasive 
Species

Research

Miscellaneous

Plan does not sufficiently address 

Restrict Boat Access

Appropriate Assessment

More fish salvage

Volunteer planting in Riparian 
areas

More on Pike/trout interactions

Impacts of Bream/Hybrids on 
sensitive habitats

Review Byelaws (806 & 809)

Continue/Enhance Lagorosiphon
management

Further updates if Fisheries Acts 
required

Allow Angling clubs to manage 
lakes

Aquaculture Impacts

Regulate powerboat & Jet-skis.

Regulate fishing during high 
temp periods

Include “hidden” research (Gargan) in 
stock management deliberations

Counters for trout stocks on 
tributaries

Trout bag Limits



Emerging Consensus??

Fish

Climate

Invasive 
Species

Research

Review Byelaws (806 & 809)

Regular/Formalised 
engagement with all groups

Regulate powerboat & Jet-skis & 
protect watercourses through 

riparian enhancement.

Increase funding for fish population 
investigations and include citizen science

Strengthen legislation & Public 
awareness

Lakes Develop as Salmonid fisheries in 
accordance with HD

Habitats

Expand riparian buffer zones and 
plant with broadleaf trees

Stock 
Management

Opposed to/Supportive of 
Gill-netting

Stakeholders

Broaden to tributaries & 
include other species

Water 
Quality

More enforcement – Better 
monitoring

Increase Restoration Project 
output



Summary of Submissions



Summary of Submissions



Summary of Submissions



Summary of Submissions



Summary of Submissions



Summary of Submissions
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